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WINNER/LOSER* 
HARVEY AWARD 


FOR BEST NEW 
COMIC IN 2000! 


*delete where applicable 


Sorry I'm running a little off schedule at the 
moment. The main delay was caused by my 
spraining my ankle quite badly at the end of 
January, which meant | couldn't get much work 
done for a couple of weeks. Alright - who said 
‘Told you it looks like he inks with his feet?’ | 
heard you... 


Apologies to the organisers of the Fantastic 
Fun Day, a mini comic convention held in 
London on May 20" (special guest Steve 
Englehart). | had intended to run an ad for the 
event, but by the time this issue is in the shops 
it'll all be over. Sorry about that, but hope you 
all had a good time! 


This issue should be out just in time for the 
Comics 2001 festival in Bristol. | was there, 
hope you were too! 


A few American readers have been wondering 
about ordering comics so it's probably worth 
pointing out that you can pay by ordinary $ 
cheque (or check if you prefer). Just make 
them payable to Paul Grist and we'll get along 
fine! 


Also, please remember Kane book 2, Rabbit 
Hunt, is currently out of print - a second printing 
should be out pretty soon, but I'm still not 
taking orders (unless you want to pre-order and 
send me $14.00 US or £6.95, and I'll send out 
a copy of the book as soon as it's back from 
the printers). 


I'm having a little local difficulty with AOL at the 
moment (can't sign on or find filed messages) - 
hopefully this will be all sorted out by the time 
you read this, but if you have sent me 
something recently and | haven't replied, it 
might be worth sending me the message again 
in case it has just been scattered across the 
wasteland that is cyberspace! 


*actually, | lost - never mind, there's always the 
Ejisners... 
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Wow! I just picked up The World's Press #3 at 
Al Comics and really enjoyed this very 
entertaining comic book! Brian Peets, the 
owner of Al Comics introduced me to your 
publication and I can see this really becoming 
a big hit. Not since Captain Britain and 
Captain America has the comic book world 
seen such patriot heroes like Jack Staff and 
Sgt. States. I love these guys. Kudos to Paul 
Grist for his superb drawing techniques and 
fast paced storylines! The Freedom Fighters 
are on the move and the comic book fans need 
to jump on this rollercoaster ride of spectacular 
excitement! 


Sincerely yours, 


Paul Dale Roberts, Production Captain 
Jazma Universe Online! 
http:/Avww jazmaonline.com/ 


You betcha! 


Dear Paul, 

I spotted a copy of Jack Staff 4 while I was 
in Forbidden Planet at lunchtime today and 
thought to myself 'That cover reminds me of 
that old Captain America story!’ Lo and 
behold, after reading your editorial it seems I 
was right! 1 read those comics in the mid 
eighties as Marvel UK reprints and so 
managed to see the second part of the story - 
you hit the nail on the head, Cap does survive! 

J think (although I might be imagining this) 
that the vampire failed to turn the good 
Captain into one of the living dead due to 
Cap's chain-mail neck protection - I'd forgotten 
that Captain America's suit was meant to have 
been made from chain-mail (must have been 
bloody heavy!) 

Best wishes 


John Innes 
35 Emmanuel Road 
LONDON SW12 0HH 


Thanks to everyone who's taken the time to 
fill me in the Captain America story. I'm 
certainly sleeping a lot easier now! 


Hilo Paul, 

Well, the hunt continues. I've just managed 
to track down a copy of issue #4, but #3 
remains elusive (but, thankfully, you've written 
the story in such a way that I'm able to fill in 
the blanks). 

And speaking of blanks to be filled, you 
guessed just about right regarding that Captain 
America _ story. Baron Blood was 
masquerading as the doctor (whom he had 
killed years before), the cocky college kid did 
become the new Union Jack (although I don't 
know if that's still him under the hood), and the 
original Union Jack died at the end of the story 
of natural causes; a symbolic gesture, perhaps, 
of the end of his struggle against his brother, 
the vampire. My favorite bit? When Baron 
Blood sunk his teeth into Cap's neck..and 
almost broke them off! It turns out that's real 
chain mail Cap wears for a shirt! 

Those Stern/Byrne CA stories are among 
some of my favorites. I believe that Marvel 
collected them as a trade paperback a few 
years ago, so you might want to snoop around 
for that. 

Anyway, back to Jack...this was a most 
satisfying conclusion to this story arc. I 
certainly hope that we'll see more of Britain's 
Greatest Hero (not to mention the Freedom 
Fighters). And I can't decide which was more 
clever: Turning Becky into a vampire herself, 
or revealing that Tom-Tom is really a teenaged 
girl! Given such interesting characters, you 
could easily turn this into an ensemble book, 
focusing on various people. 

Now, all we've got to do is solve this little 
distribution snafu over on this side of the 
sea....! 

Best, 


Gene Popa 
Tora9 


It's probably more of an ordering problem 
than a distribution one. I'm filling all the 
orders sent to me by Diamond so there's 
really no reason why a shop shouldn't be able 
to get copies of Kane or Jack Staff. I guess if 
a shop only orders one or two copies they sell 
very quickly - probably bypassing the comic 
rack altogether! Talk to your shop owner, 
show him a copy of the comic. It'll help him 
remember to order a few copies when he's 
working through Previews every month! 


Dear Paul, 

A few words on Jack Staff 1 to 4. If it wasn't 
for Dom Regan introducing me to your work 
on Kane years ago, I wouldn't have bothered 


with Jack Staff. Working backwards from 
issue 4 was an interesting experience - 
something about the unannounced continuity 
jumps from the 40's to the present day 
alternating between Jack and Becky etc - but, I 
persevered, man, ‘coz I realised 1 was reading 
something that's been crafted with care and 
intelligence. The fact that it's also a loving 
tribute to the magic of Silver Age Superhero 
comics doesn't hurt either. 

You're right about Don Heck's contribution 
to the Essential Iron Man - out of all those 
volumes, it's the most enjoyable - a bit like the 
Marvel Masterworks Daredevil - a lesser 
known but much more rewarding little gem 
often overlooked compared to Leé/Kirby and 
Ditko stuff. The Iron Man Essentials is my 
fave so far. 

The Dads Army cameos are superb, as are 
the Steptoe and Son characters! What next for 
Jack Staff issue 5? Are you going to explain 
how, who and why there's a Tom Tom the 
Robot Man in the 21" century, sixty years on? 
Why is the wonderful Becky Burdock wearing 
cullottes? Why is the dialogue and plot so 
good? How can't Mark Millar be this good on 
the Authority??? 


El Sloano 
14 Annanhill Avenue 
SCOTLAND KAI 2LB 


Actually Tom Tom the Robot Man has only 
been around a couple of years (though I may 
be covering his wartime exploits in a future 
issue...) 


ORIGINAL ART FOR SALE! 
I'm still selling the original pages from Jack 
Staff. Single pages are available at £50 UK, 
$85 US each. Colour pages and covers are 
not yet available. Please list alternatives in 
case your first choice has already gone (or 
contact me via e-mail if you want to check 
and/or reserve a page). As always, please 
make all cheques/postal orders payable to 
Pau! Grist. 


NEXT MONTH 
Everyones favourite television superhero is 
back! And this time he's brought his friends 
with him! It's the return of the Legion of 
Substitute Megamen in Kane 31! 


NEXT ISSUE 
What do you do when your arch enemy turns 
to you for help? The Spider is back in Jack 
Staff 6 


Also Available: 


KANE 


the critically acclaimed crime comic 
written and drawn by Paul Grist. 


Greetings from New Eden 
(Kane 1 to 4) 
$13.45 US £6.95 UK £9.00 Europe 


Histories (Kane 9 to 12) 
$14.00 US £6.95 UK £9.00 Europe 


Thirty Ninth (Kane 13 to 18) 
$21.50 US £9.95 UK £12.00 
Europe 


Kane Subscriptions 
(6 issues/1 year) 
$24.00 US £10.80 UK £15.00 
Europe 


JACK STAFF 


Jack Staff Subscriptions 
(6 issues/1 year) 
$24.00 US £10.80UK £15.00 
Europe 
Price includes postage. Please state with 


which issue you want your subscription to 
begin. 


Jack Staff Back Issues 
$2.95 US £1.80 UK £2.50 Europe 


Prices per single copy. US orders please 
add $1.50 to total (back issues only) to 
cover postage. 


Cheques/postal orders 
payable to PAUL GRIST 


DANCING ELEPHANT PRESS 
P.O. Box 2362, Wells, BAS 1YQ, England 


DON'T YOU 
KNOW 


